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tile when he applied it to a real problem. Indeed, in St. Gall
he found that "nobody can be cured by faith unless the disease
was imaginary in the first place." For "imaginary," of course,
we would say psychogenic today. Paracelsus was no faith healer,
and even in his most absurd magical practices he never forgot
that: "It is not the curse or the blessing that works, but the
idea. The imagination produces the effect." 7

He used waxen images to concentrate the patient's mind on
the disease, or to persuade a schizophrenic that the sick part of
his personality could be destroyed by fire. Everything was done
to strengthen the patient's will to recover and his confidence in
the doctor's ability to help him. He went so far as to assert
that "without faith in our ability to walk, we could not walk."
Such insights helped him in his therapeutic practice. With the
paralyzed girl in Ingolstadt whose dramatic recovery we have
reported earlier, Paracelsus may have used suggestion, possibly
even hypnosis.

He also made an experiment "on several persons, and found
them willing to concede that I wasjight." He asked them what
they wished to dream, and by artful suggestions evoked the
desired hallucinations.

"If this person believes in what I say, he will be sure that
it will come true, and see it before his imagination. If he
goes to bed with this idea strongly entrenched in his mind, he
will experience exactly what I told him." 8

EXEUNT   THE   DEMONS
It remained for modern psychoanalysis to make proverbs, slips
of the tongue, myths, and dreams subjects of .psychological re-
search. Paracelsus, four hundred years earlier, observed that
"as we desire things in our hearts, so they appear to us in